
Share Prices for 2021
Regular season share - $630
This is our standard 16 week vegetable share.  
If this is too much food for your household,  the 
most economical option is for members to find 
their own partners with whom to share.   To 
assist you in this effort you can call the farm 
directly for help (715-294-2831) or email: com-
monharvestfarm@gmail.com. 

Half share option - $340
Because we know that it can be difficult to find 
a partner, we would like to offer a limited num-
ber of half shares.  These shares will be packed 
in our regular  ¾ bushel box and delivered 
every other week.

In addition to the vegetable share, members 
may also purchase the following:

Fruit Share - $210
This will include four deliveries: Blueberries 
in late-June, Cherries in early-July, Peaches in 
mid-to-late August, and a Pear/Apple mix in late-
September.

Extended Season Share -  
TBD in August
This extended season share includes a large box 
delivered in mid-November.  This share  
includes a variety of late season field crops 
along with root crops from our root cellar.

Spring 2021

Turning Toward The Light

As we sit down to write this newsletter, we 
are struck by how many things in our lives 

have changed since this time last year. The anxi-
ety and loss we have collectively carried this 
past year has certainly taken its toll. Yet, despite 
all of the restricted movement and disruptions 
in our daily lives, we find hope as we approach 
the other side of winter, 
knowing that spring will 
follow.

The pandemic has 
helped all of us priori-
tize what we value and 
hold dear. We miss the 
gift of getting together 
with family and friends, 
but we have found other 
creative ways to gather. 
State parks and natural 
areas have been rediscovered as more people 
have sought safe outdoor activities. Baking 
bread, canning, new recipes tried and shared, 
have added to a renewed sense of the impor-
tance of food in our lives. 

We are grateful that our farm has held up 
well. Last spring as we scrambled to study the 
rapidly evolving CDC guidelines on food distri-
bution, we discovered that all of our practices 
met health recommendations. A special thanks 
to our dropsite hosts who continued to invite 
members to their porches and back yards, not 
fully knowing what to expect, but trusting that 
things would work out.

The physical task of growing food has always 
been fulfilling and has given us much purpose. 
As we worked in the fields to bring you your 
weekly box of produce last season, it was nice 
to think that by being part of our farm, you 
were able to take fewer risks by making fewer 
trips to the co-op or grocery store. Many of 
you shared that you were even able to put 
food by for the winter. As panic buying ensued, 

resulting in empty 
store shelves,  local 
food systems, built 
upon shorter supply 
chains, continued to 
make so much sense 
and the CSA model 
once again demon-
strated the power 
of community.

As the days length-
en, and we antici-

pate the return of spring’s light and hope, we 
welcome you to another season of good food 
and deeper connections to the land and each 
other. We find hope that the vaccine will help 
us find our way back to a ‘new normal’ where 
we can gather safely and welcome you back to 
the farm. Until that time, we wish you and your 
family continued good health.

We can’t imagine what this past year would 
have been like for our farm without your sup-
port and friendship. Together we look forward 
to the bounty and beauty of another season.

In light and hope,          —Dan and Margaret

Worm composting  
experiment

Aerobic composting of culled produce on our 
scale has always been a bit of a challenge. In 

order to properly decompose organic materials 
you need to have enough mass to allow the pile 
to heat up thoroughly. Last spring we decided to 
experiment with using worms to help process 
vegetable scraps in a more timely manner. We 
replaced one of our greenhouse tables with a 
300 cu.ft. garden bed which we filled half full 
with composted horse manure. In early May we 
purchased 25 lbs of red wiggler worms and after 
a season of learning how to manage moisture, 
pH and feed stocks, we are pleased with the 
results.

By the end of the season the worms had mul-
tiplied to approximately 200 pounds and were 
consuming close to 125 lbs of organic material 
a week. This spring we will separate the worms 
from the castings so that we can use the cast-
ings to offset up to 25% of the potting soil we 
purchase for our greenhouse starts. 

University of  Wisconson 
research project 

This past spring we were invited by research-
ers at UW-Madison to participate in a pilot 

project to quantify the flow of carbon through 
different types of farming operations. We were 
eager to sign on to this project in part because 
it fits clearly with our larger goals of reducing 
carbon losses on our farm. The project involves 
developing a data collection toolbox that will 
provide a variety of metrics to determine car-
bon movement on and through farms. One thing 
that has been clear during our first few meetings 
is that minimizing soil disturbance may be more 
important in reducing carbon losses than any 
other type of offset. It is exciting to work with 
researchers and other farmers who are looking 
for ways in which farming can become a part of 
climate solutions. Once results are available we 
look forward to sharing them with you.
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As we embark upon our 32nd year of farming,  
 we find ourselves often thinking about the 

future of our farm. We love our work with the soil 
and our partnership with all of you. After farming 
for more than three decades we still have so much 
to learn and discover, but we know that curiosity 
and passion alone can not sustain us as your farm-
ers. With the physical demands of farming, we are 
reminded daily that we are not getting any younger. 
Over the past year, we have watched as a num-
ber of our closest farming friends have decided to 
significantly scale back production or stop farming 
altogether. However, we want to assure you that we 
want to keep farming for years to come, and in order 
to do so, we are exploring the following changes that 
will allow us to continue to be your farmers.

Scale back production  
by offering fewer shares
For years we have been concerned that we have 
been pushing our land too hard. We anticipate 
letting natural attrition allow us to slowly reduce 
the number of shares over the coming years. This 
will provide more time for extended fallow peri-
ods to help break disease cycles and keep insect 
populations in balance.

Increase our labor budget
As our farm matures, it makes sense that we 
shift more of our budget to hiring additional help 
to make the work easier. We plan to supplement

our intern program with more high school kids 
from our community. Good paying jobs where 
the work is outside, are hard to find for young 
people. By offering a good wage and some flex-
ibility we normally can find excellent local help.

Invite members to volunteer more 
We always enjoy having members join the crew 
for a day. It gives us a chance to get to know our 
members better and gives members a chance to 
learn more about what is involved in bringing lo-
cal produce to their tables. Our guest house will 
likely be completed within the coming months 
and we hope to begin offering members a place 
to stay and experience the rhythms of the farm 
in a new way. 

Accelerate our efforts  
to create more carbon offsets
We will, once again, be planting nearly 500 tree 
saplings this spring. As we scale back vegetable 
production we are looking forward to establish-
ing more permanent vegetative cover to help 
create carbon offsets. We find this new focus of 
our farm very exciting and we see you as part-
ners in this work going forward.

Our hope is that if these changes are implement-
ed slowly, they will not impact what you receive 
in your weekly share. We are excited to explore 
new ways to stay in the game and keep farming 
for as long as we can.

Membership
Word of mouth has always been our primary 
means of recruiting new members.  A few years 
ago when we didn’t reach our membership 
target, our members stepped up and helped us 
fill out our roster for which we are so grateful. 
However, this year as we consider ways to re-
duce the number of shares we offer, combined 
with a wave of increased interest during the 
pandemic, we do not anticipate inviting any new 
members to join the farm in 2021. If you do 
have friends or neighbors who are interested 
in joining a CSA this season, we would suggest 
directing them to the online CSA directory to 
find another farm that suits their needs. The 
directory can be found at:  https://landsteward-
shipproject.org/

Canning tomatoes
It has been a real joy to offer you extra toma-
toes, but, as we consider ways to scale back our 
production, we have decided to take a year off 
of growing canning tomatoes. Tomatoes are one 
of our most labor intensive crops and by freeing 
up more labor we hope we can dedicate more 
attention to other crops. For this season we 
would suggest looking for canning tomatoes at 
a farmer’s market or your local co-op.

Extended season share
From the earliest years of the farm, we have 
offered a variety of root crops and storage 
vegetables in the fall for those who wish to 
purchase extra produce. Eight years ago we 
decided to formalize this ordering process by 
creating a stand alone extended season share 
option to sign up for when sending in your 
spring membership contract. Due to greater 
unpredictability in the weather we are finding 
it harder to reliably determine what will be 
available.  What we would like to do this season 
is offer details of our extended season share in 
August once we have a better idea of what is 
available. We anticipate that we will still be able 
to offer extra produce, but by delaying the or-
der date it will give us more certainty on what 
the extended season share will include.

August break
In 2019 we experimented with suspending de-
liveries for a week to allow us a chance to get 
caught up on other important tasks at the farm. 
Since that worked so well, we would like to try 
this again.The end 
of August is when 
we typically say 
goodbye to our 
summer crew 
resulting in us 
working some of 
the longest days 
of the season. This 
is also a critical 
time to sow fall 
cover crops and 
complete nec-
essary tasks as 
we transition to 
the fall harvest 
season. Suspend-
ing deliveries the last week of August proved to 
be a great help in matching time sensitive tasks 
with available labor.

Pondering the  
Future of the Farm News from the Farm
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