Share Prices for 2020
Regular season share - $600

This is our standard 16 week vegetable share.
If this is too much food for your household, the
most economical option is for members to find
their own partners with whom to share. To
assist you in this effort you can call the farm
directly for help (715-294-2831) or email: commonharvestfarm@gmail.com.

Half share option - $325

Because we know that it can be difficult to find
a partner, we would like to offer a limited number of half shares. These shares will be packed
in our regular ¾ bushel box and delivered
every other week.
In addition to the vegetable share, members
may also purchase the following:

Fall Farm Gathering:
Sunday, September 20th
Taco Bar!

C

onsider joining us this fall for a celebration of the season. Because of your
delicious contributions to the Taco Bar last
fall, we have decided to do it again this year.
The farm will provide shredded chicken,
beans, and fresh salsa. The tortillas will be
warmed over an outdoor fire. Members will
bring potluck items that compliment tacos.
We are envisioning a variety of shredded
greens, chopped vegetables and cheeses that
fit within a tortilla. It is a great chance to
meet other members and spend time walking around the fields to see first hand where
your food is grown.

Fruit Share - $210

This will include four deliveries: Blueberries
in late-June, Cherries in early-July, Peaches in
mid-to-late August, and a Pear/Apple mix in lateSeptember.

Snowy
Egret

Extended Season Share - $90

This extended season share includes a large box
delivered in mid-November. This share
includes a variety of late season field crops
along with root crops from our root cellar.

Payment options:

If you are unable to pay the full amount now, we
are more than happy to work with you to
design a more flexible payment plan that
fits your needs. We accrue the majority of
our expenses in the first half of the season, so it
is our hope for shares to be paid in full by July
1st.

By Mary Oliver
A late summer night and the snowy egret
has come again to the shadows
in front of my house
as he has for forty years.
Don’t think he is a casual part of my life,
that white stroke in the dark

Spring 2020

The Hope of
Planting Trees

L

ast season was one of the best farming seasons we have had in more than a
decade. We had gentle rains
and great help. We also had
fewer plant diseases than
normal and relatively good
weed control. Despite our
good fortune this past season,
farmers we know within our
county experienced straight
line winds and excessive rains,
which resulted in a completely different outcome for their
season.

farming seems to be getting more difficult.
Speaking openly about climate change can
be difficult, often resulting in feeling overwhelmed and immobilized.Yet in the midst of
all this, there are also signs of hope that inspire us and keep us engaged in re-imagining
how to design our farm to
better meet the uncertainties of the future.
Each year when you commit
to being a member of our
farm, we feel a sense of hope.
Together we are minimizing
food miles, reducing industrial packaging and food waste,
and supporting soil-building
practices that enhance our
soils. Eating locally, which
supports sustainable farming
practices, is no small thing!

Farming has always been a
gamble, but changes in our
climate are creating nagging
uncertainties about what the
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Drawdown leaves the
reader with a can-do
sense that if we roll up
our sleeves and get to
work we can make a
significant difference
now. Many of the solutions are communitybased projects that
offer a focal point for
our activism and advocacy.

We also successfully enrolled in a USDA
conservation program through the Natural Resources Conservation Service. This
coming season we will be planting 500 trees
including; serviceberry, elderberry, ninebark,
burr oak, white spruce, American plum and
golden current. If this initial planting goes
well, we would like to map out other parts
of the farm for future plantings that will
provide more pollinator habitat and greater
ecological diversity.

We see our farm as one of those focal
points for how to model the changes necessary to make a difference. The biological
processes necessary to grow our food are
the very processes that can enhance the
carbon-holding capacity of our soils.
Energy conservation and efficiency have
been a value of ours throughout our thirty
year history. We are not starting from
scratch. In 2015 we put in a PV-solar array
that produces nearly 150% of our electrical
needs. An energy audit more than a decade
ago revealed that our farm uses less electricity than the average household in Wisconsin.
This is remarkable given our use of electricity for our walk-in cooler and for irrigation
pumping, but we know we can do more to
make our farm and the food we grow even
more sustainable.
Last season we took five acres of cropland
out of production. We intend to plant these
idle acres in nursery stock, deep-rooted
prairie plants and wetland plant species. In
doing so, we have an opportunity to seed
more carbon capturing vegetation.

Former Chicken Coop Remodeled into a Guest Cottage

F

rom the time we purchased the farm, we
have dreamt about creative uses for the
collection of small, abandoned farm buildings on this former dairy farm. Over the
past twenty years we have slowly remodeled
these buildings one at a time into a variety of
new uses including; intern housing, a meeting
room, intern kitchen and a garage space. Returning life to these structures continues to
feed our dream of creating a farm where our
members can develop deeper connections to
the farm and surrounding landscape.
This winter we are remodeling the former
chicken coop into a guest house. The cottage will be heated with a small woodstove
making it comfortable to use throughout the
year. The space has lots of natural light with a
small kitchenette, bed, and a sitting space.

Wood Engraving by Michael McCurdy

As we look to the future of our farm, we
know that one thing is certain. Community
will remain the underpinning of all we do. We
want to see the farm become a place for our
members to become more deeply immersed
in the wonders of the natural world. Climate
change has the potential to disrupt much in
our lives, but it can also provide us with a
chance to more deeply invest in each other
and the vast biological network beneath our
feet.
Thanks for your support!
—Dan and Margaret

Hospitality has always been central to our
farm and we see this space as an opportunity
to invite members to interact with the farm
in a new way. We are imagining the space being used as a writer’s retreat, artist space, or
quiet getaway close to the Cities. The cottage
is self-contained to accommodate private
retreats or housing for those who may want
to volunteer on the farm for a day.
We are imaging members possibly biking out
to the farm and spending the night before
returning back to the Cities the following day.
There are also hiking opportunities on the
adjoining conservation land across from the
farm with easy access to the St. Croix River
bottoms and natural springs along the river’s
edge.

A number of members have contributed their
talents and skills to help design and complete
this creative project. We can’t wait to give
you a tour of the building the next time you
visit the farm. We hope to have the cottage
completed and available for members to use
by late spring or early summer. In the meantime start planning your personal retreat to
the farm as a way to connect with the land in
a new way.

