
Share Prices for 2018
Regular season share - $600
This is our standard 18 week vegetable share.  
If this is too much food for your household,  
the most economical option is for members to 
find their own partners with whom to share.   
To assist you in this effort you can call the farm 
directly for help (715-294-2831) or email: com-
monharvestfarm@gmail.com. 

Half share option - $325
Because we know that it can be difficult to find 
a partner, we would like to offer a limited num-
ber of half shares.  These shares will be packed 
in our regular  ¾ bushel box and delivered 
every other week.

In addition to the vegetable share, members 
may also purchase the following:

Fruit Share - $200
This will include four deliveries: Blueberries 
in late-June, Cherries in early-July, Peaches in 
mid-to-late August, and a Pear/Apple mix in 
late-September.

Extended Season Share - $90
This extended season share includes a large 
box delivered in mid-November.  This share  
includes a variety of late season field crops 
along with root crops from our root cellar.

Payment options:
If you are unable to pay the full amount now, 
we are more than happy to work with 
you to design a more flexible payment 
plan that fits your needs.  We accrue the 
majority of our expenses in the first half of the 
season, so it is our hope for shares to be paid in 
full by July 1st.

Spring 2018

It has been a beautiful winter here at the farm. 
After several years of below normal snowfall, it 

is nice to see the snow swept fields covered in a 
blanket of white. During the recent cold stretch 
we have been grateful for the abundance of bright, 
sunny days, many with frost covered trees glittering 
in the light. This natural beauty has offered peace 
from the daily distractions of the world.

When so much seems out of our control, we 
look with anticipation to another farming season. 
As we all see the daylight lengthening, we know 
that spring is not far off. Soon the greenhouse will 
open and before long we will be surrounded by 
new green seedlings. As the ground starts to thaw 
we will start prepping seed beds and setting out 
transplants.  The young dairy heifers will once again 
return to the farm to graze on new grass shoots in 
our pasture.  

The work of farming is so real and grounded. We 
fill our days with tasks that are tangible. Picking 

rocks, mending fence, pulling weeds and mulching 
tomatoes, remind us that we are connected to the 
rhythms of the natural world--to the peace of wild 
things.

We know that we cannot do this work without all 
of you, nor would we want to. Last season’s hail 
storm was such a clear example of the strength 
of community. What could have been a difficult 
economic loss for the farm, turned out to be a 
blessing in unexpected ways. We felt surrounded 
by your support and encouragement. It is clear 
that our partnership with each other is more than 
a transactional exchange of goods. It is about a 
deep investment in each other and in a given place.

We are looking forward to strengthening our con-
nections with you and the land this season. As we 
prepare for another season of eating from the gar-
den, we think about each of you eagerly waiting for 
the return of fresh produce to grace your tables.  

We invite you to join us in claiming this farm as a 
place of healing, nourishment and hospitality. Thank 
you for your willingness to be grounded in this 
place with us. 
                                 Peace,   —Margaret and Dan

The Peace  
of  Wild Things
When despair for the world grows in me
 and I wake in the night at the least sound
 in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
 I go and lie down where the wood drake
 rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
 I come into the peace of wild things
 who do not tax their lives with forethought
 of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
 And I feel above me the day-blind stars
 waiting with their light. For a time
 I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

                              —Wendell Berry

Changes to  
the Winter Share

Over the past eight or nine years we have of-
fered an extended season share to give mem-

bers a chance to enjoy the bounty of the season 
well into the winter. As satisfying as it has been to 
deliver produce in the early winter months, it has 
also proven to be stressful to coordinate deliveries 
when day time temperatures are below freezing. In 
an attempt to simplify our late season, we have de-
cided to offer only one extended delivery the third 
week of November rather than the two deliveries 
that we have offered in previous seasons.

The extended season share will still include a 
bounty of late season crops from the field as well 
as root crops from the root cellar. For those of 
you considering this option for the first time, 
we offer detailed vegetable storage tips to help 
you keep produce fresh for weeks (possibly even 
months) to enjoy throughout the winter. This late 
season bounty is also a perfect opportunity to 
share produce with friends and family during the 
holiday season. If you haven’t tried the extended 
season share in the past, consider giving it a try 
this season.



Farm Hand for a Day

We feel so blessed to live and work in such a 
beautiful place. In spending so much of our 

time outdoors, we are often treated to some magi-
cal moments such as; the early morning ribbon of 
fog that often forms over the river, or the dramatic 
cloud formations as a thunderstorm approaches, 
or rainbows, sunrises and sunsets. We may have 
chance encounters with wildlife such as seeing a 
red fox cross the fields in the early morning light, 
or noticing the silhouette of an owl on a fence 
post. As we follow the cycles of the moon, and 
experience these natural phenomenon we often 
say, “Wouldn’t it be great if our members could be 
here to experience this with us?”.

We have an idea of how to share some of the 
natural beauty of the farm with you. We are calling 
this new idea, Farm Hand for a Day. We would like 
to invite members to sign up to spend a night at 
the farm during the season and join the crew for a 

morning or full day of working in the fields. We 
have sleeping accommodations in one of our intern 
apartments, or if you prefer, you would be welcome 
to pitch a tent on the farm.

As a farm hand you could rise early and explore 
the farm in the morning light. We are thinking of 
this as a hands-on work experience where you 
would become a member of the crew. In any given 
work day tasks vary, so we will do our best to 
match the task to each member’s ability. If you are 
interested in being a Farm Hand for a Day, look for 
more details as we get into the spring work season.  
We see this as an exciting opportunity for mem-
bers to experience the farm and a chance to get to 
know each other in a new way.

Green Living Fair 
at the Farm
Sunday September 23rd 
2 to 5 pm

An increasing number of people are 
seeking out authentic experiences 

that offer creative alternatives to our consumer 
culture. It is no surprise that the folk school 
movement and the alternative food movement 
have been on a parallel path. 

We know for a fact that our members are cre-
ative, artistic and talented with so many practical 
skills. We thought it would be great to create an 
opportunity for members to share their talents 
and passions with each other. We would like to 
have this year’s fall gathering be a Green Living Fair 
with different stations set up for members to ex-
plore a new skill or craft. Examples might include; 

bread baking, food preservation, sewing, 
knife sharpening, bicycle maintenance, 
mushroom identification, and wooden 
spoon carving.  If you have a green living 
skill that you would be willing to share 
with others please let us know. 

We see this Green Living Fair as a great 
way to connect with other members. 

We anticipate having a number of stations set up 
specifically with hands on activities with kids in 
mind. We will wrap up the event with a potluck 
meal and time for members to tour the farm. We 
are looking for a Green Living Fair committee to 
help coordinate this event. If you are interested in 
participating on the committee or willing to teach 
a skill please let us know.

Consider joining us for what will certainly be an 
engaging and creative fall event. Look for more 
details as this idea takes shape.

To a Wild Rose
It’s true, what all our
heroes say. There is a way
in this world for beauty,
for good. It may
be a crooked path

in a tanglewood,but
stay the course and,
when the way grows rocky,
walk your horse,

and who knows, you may yet
come upon the wild rose,
as I have done, and, 
paying close attention, 
keep from crushing her into
the grime, and then,
with any luck, in time
remember how you found her
and how to find her again
when the way gets wilder.

Todd Boss from Yellowrocket Poems
(W.W. Norton and Company, 2010)

What’s new at the Farm

It has been a blessing and a joy to watch our 
three children grow up on the farm and develop 

a deep appreciation for the natural world around 
them. They have all been such an integral part of 
the work on the farm. Annie and Grace have each 
spent many growing seasons managing transplant-
ing and hoeing tasks as well as coordinating the 
washing and packing of produce in the harvest 
shed. William has spent many summers mowing, 
setting irrigation pipe and doing field work. Our 
kids have been such a big part of the life of the 
farm that we really can’t remember farming with-
out their help. They have also contributed to creat-
ing a fun atmosphere on the farm through helping 
us to keep some balance in our lives during the 
demands of a busy season.

This will be our first season in many years without 
having our kids live and work on the farm. We will 
miss having their extra eyes to see what needs to 
be done and willingness to go the extra step to 
finish a task. As exciting as it is to see our children 
become adults and launch out on their own, it is 
also hard to see them go. But as with all change, 
there is growth. We will continue to provide you 
with the sustenance you need as you experience 
changes in your families.


